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Pour into well

Pour into fire

(Offering placed at the Tree) 

(Offering made in the well) 

(Offering made to the Fire) 

(Offering placed at the Tree) 



One of the youngest present (The YOUTH) and one of the eldest/most experienced in druidry 

(The ELDER) sit next to the fire with the others seated around them. The CAILLEACH remains 

in the shadows, preparing herself. 

©



 
INITIATING THE RITE 
ALL  We approach the sacred grove, 

With hearts and minds and flesh and bone, 
Join us now in ways of old,  
We have come home.2 

 

D1: ESTABLISHING THE BOUNDARIES/PURIFICATION 
LAND: (cornmeal sprinkled around the outside of the sacred space) 



By Fire and Well, let the blessed Land be the foundation of this Grove. 
SEA: (saltwater sprinkled around the outside of the sacred space) 
By cleansing Water, let the Sea be the boundary of this Grove. 
SKY: (incense is thrown into the fire) 
By light of the Fire, let the shining sky be the roof of this Grove. 
 
D2: OUTDWELLERS: A bowl of water from the Well together with an 
offering of tobacco are offered at their altar.  
D1: Gods and spirits of this land, 
 Whose ways are not ours,  

Offerings now for you and yours, 
 In memory of your band.  
 
D2: We come from East and West,  
 North and South, to be together here. 
 Let us take three breaths… 
 Together with the Earth beneath us.  
 Together with the Sky above us.  
 Together with the Sea about us. (Ring the bell) 
 

D1: TWO POWERS MEDITATION (drummer plays heartbeat pattern) 3 
O, Waters of the Earth, deep and dark, 
Arise, primeval powers, fill us now 
With all your wondrous possibilities, 
That through the Earth our Mother we may ground and join as one. 
 

O, Fires of the sky, O blinding light, 
Descend and crystallize within us all 
That spark of order on which life depends, 
That through the Sky our Father we may shine and share as one. 

(Centering) 
For just a moment let us close our eyes and feel the life which 
courses through us all.  (pause) 
The beating of our hearts is at the center of our core.  



Like sparkling blood, the coursing of the waters and light of life 
Now mix and swirl and energize us all. 

ALL:  Chaos of the Earth, fill us! 
ALL:  Order of the Heavens, mold us! 
ALL:  Join the powers deep within us! 

With the merging of these powers let us join as one! 
ALL: UNITY CHANT 

We are one with the Mother 
We are one with the Earth 
We are one with each other 
By our lives, by our birth4 

 
HONORING THE EARTH MOTHER - All kneel and touch the earth  
(Offering of cornmeal or other flour) 
D1: We honor the Earth Mother, without whom nothing exists. 
 
LINDA - STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: 

  

4 Rev. Jeffrey Wyndham (Ian Corrigan) 



RECREATING THE COSMOS 

ALL: The waters support and surround us.  
The land extends about us.  
The sky stretches above us.  
And at the center burns a living flame.  
Let us pray with a good fire.  
May all the Kindred bless us.  
May our worship be true.  
May our actions be just.  
May our love be pure.  
Blessings and honor and worship to the holy ones.6 

 
OPENING THE GATE(S)  
D2:    We stand at the shore and watch the mists close in 

 Waves rolling over and over where shore meets ocean 
 Where sea and sky do meet the land we call to you, Manannan.7 

A drum beat begins and rattles are used to fill the sound. All begin to 
chant, over and over:  
ALL - Open the Gates. Open the Gates. Open the Gates… 
When the chants, drums and rattles are well established,  
D1 (over the chanting): Manannan! Gatekeeper! Open the ways for us. We 
walk your holy ways; we walk the Sacred Road. Share your power with 
us; ward us as we walk in safety. Manannan, accept our sacrifice! 
D2 makes an offering of oil to the fire. The chanting, drums and rattles 
continue. They increase in speed and volume. 
 
D1 holds a staff, pointing the top of it at the top of the World Tree. D1 
begins to spin. When D1’s staff first passes the Fire, D1 says: Let the Fire 
open as a Gate! 
 
D1 continues spinning at least one full revolution. 
As D1’s staff passes over the Well, D1 says: Let the Well open as a Gate! 
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D1 continues spinning at least one full revolution. As D1’s staff passes by 
the Tree, D1 says: Let the Tree connect the Worlds! 
There is a loud drum roll ending in a strong stroke. Everything stops.  
D1 stops spinning, holds both hands (and staff) out and grounds it firmly.   
D1: Let the Gates be open! 
ALL: shout: Let the Gates be open!8  
 

INVITATION TO THE KINDRED 
D2: Ancestors of our grove,  

Spirits of Land, Sea and Sky, 
Shining Ones, First Children of the Earth, 
We invite you to join us this joyous day! 

 (offering of a plate from the feast to the fire) 

D1: CAILLEACH INVOCATION  

https://www.adf.org/rituals/celtic/midsummer/ssgmidsummer.html
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Pour into well

Pour into fire

(Offering placed at the foot of the Tree) 

 

All

D2: THE INVOCATION OF DONN/CERNUNNOS
10

 

(Offering made in the well) 

(offering made to the Fire) 

(Offering placed at the foot of the Tree) 

All
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Linda: Honoring the Ancestors
11

 

Offering made

Offering made)

Offering made)
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A wreath is passed & all who wish tie a ribbon for their dead during the following 

readings. 

LINDA
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D2: LITANY OF THE DEAD

ALL

ALL

ALL

ALL

ALL

ALL

 

ALL

ALL

ALL

ALL

ALL

(The wreath is offered to the fire) 

 
ALL: PRAYER OF SACRIFICE 

Let our voices arise on the Fire 
Let our voices resound in the Deep 
May the spirits accept what we offer,  
As we honor the old ways we keep.14  
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SEER: TAKING THE OMENS  
A sacred grove and all is hallowed, 
Gifts, given and received, 
The Seer's eye turns shadowed, 
The will of the Gods revealed. 

The seer interprets the omens, leading the company to contemplate the things they 
would ask of the powers, especially as suggested by omen. 

Have our offerings been accepted?  
What do the Powers offer us in return?  
What further needs do the Powers have of us?15  

 
CALLING FOR THE BLESSINGS 
D1: As in the ways of old  

A gift is given freely  
As in the ways of old  
A gift is given in return.  

(The pitchers are lifted saluting the fire, well and tree.) 

 

D2: HALLOWING THE BLESSING  
Bright the flow of giving turns, we come before you.  
Please remember us now and grant us the Waters. 

All:  Grant us the Waters. 
D2: The flame of wisdom lights this cup stirring our lives.  

We ask again: please grant us the Waters. 
All:  Grant us the Waters. 
D2: Thrice we call, as in days of old,  

As we’ve opened our hearts, so grant us the waters! 
All:  Grant us the Waters. 
  

http://www.adf.org/


D1: AFFIRMATION OF THE BLESSING 
Accepting the Gifts surrounding us, 
Absorb and swirl blessings so sweet 
We gladly partake of these waters before us.  
(After cup is imbued with energy) 
These are the waters of life!16 

 

D2: 

 
ALL: Pour the waters, raise the cup. 

Drink your share of wisdom deep. 
Strength and joy now fill us up. 
As the elder ways we keep.18 

(Pass the pitchers around for all to share.) 
 
SPECIAL WORKINGS19  

 Chant for the Blessing Cup by ZL Bennett

©
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Elder

(Casts some salt into the fire)

 

Youth

(Casts some bread into 

the fire)

 

Firemaster

(Casts a little honey into the fire)

 

Waterbearer

(Casts 

bit of wine or mead into the fire) 

ELDER

 

Two participants then form a gateway in the Northwest and the Cailleach 

appears through it, carrying a cauldron. She is dressed in black and is veiled. 

As she first emerges into the circle, 

 

  



Elder

 

Youth

 

Now the Cailleach moves silently around the circle, each handing her a piece of 

paper on which they have written down whatever they would like to shed from 

their lives. The Cailleach then moves to the central fire and gives the papers to 

the fire. 

 

Elder

 

Cailleach leaves the circle 

(Turn to face west and make a gesture of farewell.)

 

  



ALL: PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO SERVE  

When order is broken, you are there. 

When hungry fury swirls, you are calm. 

When children see warfare, you shield them. 
When our bodies break down, you mend them. 
Blessings of the Kindreds upon you, 
You who are always there when we need you, 
You who protect and serve us,  
Even when we forget you are there.20 

 
D1: Deep peace of the running wave to you 
 Deep peace of the flowing air to you 
 Deep peace of the quiet earth to you 
 Deep peace of the shining stars to you 
 Deep peace of the infinite peace to you.21 
 
D2: THANKING THE BEINGS 

It is the hour of recall. May our memories hold what the eye has 
seen and ear has heard. As we prepare to depart let us give thanks 
to those who aid us. 
Brighid, Lady of the Forge … (All) We thank you 
Manannan Mac Lir, Lord of the Seas . . . (All) We thank you 
Shining Ones . . . (All) We thank you 
Nature Spirits of Land, Sea and Sky  . . . (All) We thank you 
Ancestors and Mighty Dead  . . . (All) We thank you 
Cailleach . . . (All) We thank you 
Donn . . . (All) We thank you 
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D1: CLOSING THE GATE(S)   
Now by the Keeper of the Gates, we end what we began. 
Let the Fire be flame, (gesture to Fire) 
Let the Well be water, (gesture to Well) 
Let the Tree be a tree, (gesture to Tree) 
Let all be as it was before. 
Let the Gates be closed! 
All:  Let the Gates be closed! 

 
D2: THANKING THE EARTH MOTHER (pour out ritual remains onto the earth) 

Earth Mother, we thank you for your fertility and return this, as we 
will return to you one day.   

 
ALL: CLOSING THE RITE  

And now our rite is at an end,  
Again we part our ways  
May truth and honor be your friend  
And lucky be your days  
I'll hold you in my heart,  
I'll hold you in my mind,  
And though our branches grow apart,  
Our roots are intertwined. 


